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Marlborough Penguins
Newsletter
Club Captains
Ben	
  Salmon	
  14	
  votes	
  
Saskia	
  Allen	
  14	
  votes	
  
	
  	
  

Vice Captains
	
  
Max	
  Twining	
  11	
  votes	
  
Abi	
  Ward	
  11	
  votes	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Club Kit
New	
  kit	
  has	
  arrived	
  so	
  
please	
  see	
  the	
  
attached	
  order	
  form.	
  
Those	
  who	
  swim	
  for	
  
the	
  team	
  will	
  earn	
  the	
  
new	
  Team	
  Cap.	
  

Chairman’s Notes
Welcome to our latest Club Newsletter. After the summer
break it is great to get back into the swing of a new season
and catch up with the events and successes of recent
activities.
For myself, it is exciting to be back as Chairman of the Club
for a second stint. I must thank Alan for all his excellent work
as the previous Chair and, as we all know, he continues to
play an essential role in the workings of the Club. I will
endeavour to fulfil my role as best I can, safe in the
knowledge that there is an excellent team around me to make
sure things happen as they should!
Another significant change to take place within the structure
of the Club recently is the handing over of the vital role of
Club Treasurer from Jacquie Henly to Lynne Blunden. There
is more on this in the Newsletter but on behalf of all the Club
members, I wish to say a huge “Thank you” to Jacquie for all
her excellent work over the years and “Welcome” to Lynne.
As ever, we continue to rely on the hard work and support of
many volunteers at the Club and so if you feel you can offer
your help, in whatever capacity, please let us know.
Peter Seward
Chairman
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Club Championships
Trophy Sponsorship
It's that time of year when, by now, your entry
forms have been completed and you are looking
forward to the club championships gala and the
fantastic presentation evening held in Marlborough
town hall in the new year to celebrate your own
and others successes. This year the club has
purchased a number of new trophies to ensure that
every event in every age group has an award for
the winner. We would like to offer you the amazing
opportunity to sponsor one or more of these
trophies enabling you and your family the chance
to leave a lasting momento of your time at your
club. For the generous donation of £50.00 we will
engrave your name, or the chosen name for the
sponsor, on the trophy starting a tradition that can
last a lifetime. If you feel that you, or friends of the
Club, would be interested in this wonderful
opportunity please contact Karen Heal with a
cheque made payable to Marlborough Penguins
ASC, plus your preferred event.
An amazing 36 new trophies will be
presented. These include all the 8s and
Under events, and all the 50m events that
have not had trophies until now.
Butterfly was hugely unrepresented but
now has a full set too.

Winter	
  League	
  dates	
  
	
  	
  
Round	
  1	
  21st	
  November	
  2015	
  @	
  Marlborough	
  College	
  
Round	
  2	
  5th	
  December	
  2015	
  @	
  Calne	
  
Round	
  3	
  27th	
  February	
  2016	
  	
  	
  @	
  Wroughton	
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Penguins Volunteers
You may not know that with the exception of our Head Coach, Penguins is run exclusively by unpaid Volunteers,
All of our swimming teachers and coaches on the “front line” that you see week in week out, give up their
personal time to teach the children and support the club. All of them are either fully qualified or in training to ASA
standards, and many of them teach or coach multiple times every week.
In addition, we have a number of “back room” volunteers that manage the day to day running of the Club.
Although you may not come across these folks as often as our teachers and coaches, their roles are no less
important and include Club Chairman, Treasurer, Welfare Officer and Secretary. We also have other volunteers
who work tirelessly to support the Club in various capacities including Officials, Team Managers, Personal trainer
for Land training.
Our oldest volunteer is an Octogenarian and our youngest is 16. Many of our volunteers hold multiple roles –
“front line” and “back room” and some no longer have children swimming at the Club. That’s dedication for you!!
Over the years the Club has worked very hard in obtaining more water time and improving the professionalism of
operation by offering training courses to many parents and young adults, while managing to keep costs to a
minimum. We think we offer very good value for money.
However, there is currently a shortage of parents willing to join our existing Volunteers in all Club activities.
Unless we are able to persuade more parents to become active in the support of their children there may be a
curtailment in activities. If you can give any time at all in any capacity we would be immensely grateful. If you
require more information please contact us via our Web Site http://www.marlboroughpenguins.com Or you can
speak to any of the Club officers on the poolside or email our Club Secretary on
membership@marlboroughpenguins.com
We look forward to hearing from you.

Members News
Congratulations to Max Twining who has been
picked to swim in the Wilts County Team in
Sheffield this month.
Zac Symon has earned a place as a dwarf this
Christmas at the Wyvern Theatre in Swindon.

Lauren Henly visited St James’s Palace to receive
her Gold Duke of Edinburgh award from Prince
Edward. Most of her volunteering was carried out
at the club which went towards achieving the award.
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Welcome to our new Club
Treasurer
I am sure you will join me in warmly welcoming our new Club
Treasurer Lynne Blunden. Lynne is one of our Masters
swimmers and has kindly agreed to take on the role of
Treasurer.
Lynne and I will be working closely together over the next few
months so that we have a smooth handover; as members
you should not be affected.
As the outgoing Treasurer I would ask that you support Lynne
as much as you can by reading all e-mails that are sent to
you carefully to make sure that you make her job as easy as
possible by: ensuring your standing orders and other
payments are paid in advance of deadline dates and are
cross referenced and clear as to who and what they are
paying for. It takes a lot of time to have to chase members
for overdue payments – Remember this is time given freely
by a volunteer to provide all the benefits you and your
children enjoy as members, please respect that.
Over the six years that I have been Treasurer for Marlborough Penguins I have seen how hard
all the volunteer committee members and poolside helpers work to provide the excellent
standard of teaching and friendly atmosphere of our swimming club. If you would like to join
that team of people then don’t be shy let them know even if you can only offer a small amount
of your time either on a regular basis or as a one off at a Gala or other event.
Finally thank you to all of you that have sent your kind messages to me knowing that I will be
handing over the role to someone else they have been much appreciated.
Jacquie
Winter and Summer Shut Down – Dates for your diaries
The Club will shut down during the Christmas and Summer holidays as follows:
Shutdown
Christmas
Summer

Dates
nd

rd

22 Dec 2015 – 3 Jan
2016 (inclusive)
th
th
8 Aug – 29 Aug 2016
(inclusive)

Last swim session

First session back

Monday 21st Dec 2015 at
College
th
Sunday 7 August 2016 at
the Leisure Centre

Monday 4 January 2016
at the College
th
Tuesday 30 August 2016
at the Leisure Centre

4

th
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Penguins AGM – Wednesday 2

nd

October 2015

Dec 2015

The Club’s AGM will be held on Wednesday 2nd December 2015 in the Club Room at the Marlborough
Leisure Centre at 7.30pm. The meeting usually lasts for approximately 1 hour.
The purpose of the AGM is to :
-

receive the Chairman’s report of the activities of the Club during the previous year
receive and consider the Treasurer's report as to the financial position of the Club
remove and elect the independent examiner of the Clubs Annual Accounts or confirm that he/she
remain in office
elect the Executive Officers and other members of the Committee

Nominations for the election of the Executive Officers and other members of the Committee must be made by
a proposer and seconder. A nominations notice will be put up on the Club notice board at the Marlborough
Leisure Centre for this purpose. If you would like to nominate yourself or some one else then please add their
name to the list, together with a seconder if possible.
Any Member is entitled to put forward any proposal for consideration at the AGM, provided the proposal in
writing shall have been handed, posted or emailed to the Secretary of the Club so as to be received by her no
later than the 11th Nov 2015. The email address is membership@marlboroughpenguins.com
All Members and Parents of Members are welcome to attend. Only paid up Members who have reached their
16th birthday shall be entitled to be heard and to vote on all matters.
If you would like any further information then please contact the Club Secretary - Karen Heal using the email
address above.
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Summer League Report
We had our last round of the Summer League on the 26th September at Marlborough
College. Going into the Final Round we were sitting pretty in 2nd Place behind Royal
Wotton Bassett Otters. It was a good relaxed evening for all at Penguins even though the
Rugby World Cup was on. Every single swimmer swam incredibly well and helped the
team to come 2nd on the night, cementing our place of 2nd in the league. We missed a few
swimmers on the night including our Boys’ Captain Ioan Davies, who went off to Exeter
University. Ben Salmon stepped in as Captain. I can’t single out one swimmer that out
performed as everyone out performed each other.
Massive thank you to all the volunteers who came to help at the 4 galas and those extras
who helped on the final.
Results on the Night
Royal Wotton Basset
Marlborough
Bradford-On-Avon
Wroughton

Overall Results
Royal Wotton Basset
Marlborough
Bradford-On-Avon
Wroughton

Rich Smith, Head Coach

Novice Gala 17th October
Penguins were invited by Swindon Dolphins to compete in their Novice Gala on the 17th
October. We were able to take 22 swimmers aging from under 8’s – 12 years old, most of
whom hadn’t ever swum in a gala or raced before. They all did incredibly well. We came last
on the night but I was very proud of how they all did. My outstanding swimmer of the night was
Grace Burns as she was down to swim 9 races on the evening and then asked to do another
2, because we had spaces. 4 races were one after the other with only the boys race in
between. I advised her she was going to be very tired afterwards and it was ok not to do them
all, but she was determined - my hat goes off to her. Another shout out goes to Lily Shuker
who swam for us. She is 6 years old and also asked to swim where someone else didn’t want
to. All went home with massive grins on their faces. Thank you to all those that helped
poolside ,and to Kitty and Harry, a couple of our older swimmers, who also came along to
help.
Rich Smith, Head Coach

Don’t Forget to visit our Website www.marlboroughpenguins .com

